Cancer immunotherapy.
Immune-based therapies for cancer are now commonplace. Cytokine therapy, including interferon and interleukin-2, is safe in the community setting. The US Food and Drug Administration has recently approved sipuleucel-T for the treatment of advanced prostate cancer, the first therapeutic cancer vaccine to meet this level of efficacy. The therapeutic use of monoclonal antibodies directed against proteins controlling various cell functions, including growth and modulation of immune response, has become so pervasive that the oncologist, whether surgeon or medical oncologist, must be familiar with indications, contraindications, and the associated toxicities.